
Georgia 
 
1892—Helen Augusta Howard founded the Georgia Woman Suffrage Association (GWSA), a 
branch of the National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA). Howard faced 
widespread community criticism as she sometimes wore pants and was . . . a vegetarian. 
 
1895—NAWSA hosted its annual meeting in Atlanta, its first national meeting held outside 
of Washington, D.C. NAWSA excluded Black women from its 2,000-person conference, and 
during the conference week, Susan B. Anthony spoke to Black suffragists on the campus of 
Atlanta University.  
 
1899—At the inaugural GWSA convention, suffragists passed a resolution stating that 
Georgia’s women should not be required to pay taxes since they could not vote. In 1902, 
Atlanta women also unsuccessfully petitioned for voting rights in municipal elections.  
 
1914—The National Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage (NAOWS) opened a Georgia 
chapter and presented testimony before the Georgia Legislature, which rejected numerous 
suffrage bills.  

Despite being shut out of the legislative process, suffragists transmitted the 
Washington, D.C. parade energy to Atlanta, where students in caps and gowns, brass bands, 
and cars with “Votes for Women” banners marched as part of the town’s 1914 Harvest 
Festival. The next year, Georgia’s suffrage organizations joined in the city’s Labor Day 
parade procession.  
 
1919—Georgia became the first state to reject 19th Amendment ratification on July 24.  
 
1920—After Tennessee’s ratification made the 19th Amendment the law of the land, 
Central Committee of Women Citizens Chair Eleanor Raoul organized an Atlanta voter 
registration campaign that registered 3,784 women to vote in the 1920 election.  
 
1922—Georgia delayed women from voting until 1922 due to a requirement that voters be 
registered six months before an election. While there was a push for the Georgia Legislature 
to waive this rule via an Enabling Act, Georgia refused to allow women to vote until 1922. 
From 1922 onward, women had the vote in Georgia.* 
 
February 20, 1970—Georgia’s Legislature ratified the 19th Amendment. 
 
 
* Jim Crow laws were enforced in Georgia until passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, and 
Black women were not able to vote post-1920. 
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