
Nevada 
 

Late 1860s—Journalist and lawyer Laura de Force Gordon first advocated for women’s 
rights, when she traveled to several Nevada towns.  
 
1869—After the first suffrage bill failed, the Nevada Legislature unsuccessfully attempted 
to pass suffrage legislation multiple times.  
 
1911—The legislature passed a suffrage bill, drafted by Felice Cohn, the first woman to 
practice law in Nevada. Suffragists organized to support passage for the second required 
time in the upcoming legislative session. 
 
1912—Nevada women formed the Nevada Equal Franchise Society (NEFS), and NEFS 
elected Anne Martin as its president.* Martin traveled across Nevada to advocate for 
suffrage passage, organizing auto tours to visit mining towns and conducting multicultural 
outreach across the state. 
 
1913—The Nevada legislature passed Cohn’s 1911 legislation for the required second time. 
As Nevada voters’ approval was required, NEFS leaders visited mining towns and ranches 
to reach as many voters as possible. NEFS found that miners supported the suffrage 
movement, as they believed women would endorse efforts to unionize.  

Suffragists organized in every county, and suffragist leaders visited 180 of the 240 
election precincts in the state. As the referendum approached, anti-suffrage groups 
surfaced. The Nevada Association of Women Opposed to Equal Suffrage (NAWOES), led by 
Emma Adams, the wife of former Governor Adams, adamantly opposed suffrage.  
 
1914—Sixty percent of Nevada’s voters supported the suffrage bill. Women gained full 
voting rights in Nevada six years before passage of the 19th Amendment. 
 
February 6, 1920—Nevada ratified the 19th Amendment.  
 
 
 
 
* Martin became the first woman to run for the United States Senate in 1918 and 1920. She 
ran as an Independent and lost both elections. 
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